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Christian Spain was defeated at Al-Zallaka, but the
calamity did but consolidate its resolution and unity.
We do not mean thereby that Christian Spain did not
suffer from internal discord ; in fact it did often suffer
from it, and on some critical occasions it was a great
danger to it; but we mean only to say that it never
forgot, at the moment of national danger, to stifle its
internal discord and personal controversy, a principle
which was not taken into much consideration by the
Muslim principalities.
Christian Spain was great in its defeat but it did
not prove its greatness in victory. For, no sooner
had it realized the object for which it strived for
centuries, and conquered the last Muslim stronghold,
than it preferred extremeness to moderation, bigotry to
faith .and mean passions to wise ideals. It worked
intentionally and with premeditation to demolish the
great edifice raised by Islam in Spain and endowed by
the Muslims with magnificent treasures of science
and arts, thinking that, by its destruction, it will efface
the last vestiges of a past servitude and the last traces
of the usurping enemy and purify Christianity from
what it suffered from violation and profanation. It
did not realize that the greatness of Spain itself will
suffer from the annihilation of Andalusian civilization;
it had no idea of the abominable crime it committed in
crushing this magnificent legacy with which Islam in
Spain endowed the West and all humanity.
The Muslims surrendered Granada, their last
stronghold, to the victorious enemy after exhausting
all means of defence ; and Ferdinand V engaged him-
self to ensure them peace, life, property, honour and
liberty of faith under the new rule. Ferdinand, how-
ever, never hesitated to engage himself, whenever
this served his aims, and to tint his perfidious policy
with the colour of religion and piety. But he never
considered himself bound by engagements whenever
they impeded his aims. The Jews were the first